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Jim Barry Wines Watervale Riesling, Clare Valley, 2017
[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Answers the challenge from WA’s Great Southern region in fine style. 
Lime, lemon and apple blossom aromas feed the long, intense palate 
with a high quality demonstration of place and variety, coupled with 
the firm acid finish providing the framework for a lovely riesling. No 
half glasses here — they are full to the brim. December 2017

[93] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy — 
It’s hard to find many $20 wines with the energy, drive and satisfaction  
this one offers. It’s pure Clare riesling, from the platinum color to the 
ghosting of lime flavors, floral, spicy, dense and weightless. It gives a 
tingle of talc and a dry peach savor that may make your mouth water, 
demanding an oyster. Come back to it in six or eight years and that 
acidity will be less demanding, the complexity of the wine then ready 
for an oyster pan roast. February 2019 

[92] Decanter 
Gentle lemon and pink grapefruit combine with a touch of pear drop 
and sherbet. Approachable and attractively juicy, there is a lemony 
blade of acidity alongside the delicate white flower tones. Drinking 
Window 2018 – 2023. April 2018

[89] Wine Enthusiast  
Reflecting the wet, cool 2017 vintage, this Riesling offers herbal notes  
of white pepper, stalks and green leaves backed by just a hint of citrus. 
It’s the palate that’s most engaging, starting out tightly wound with 
laser sharp acidity and becoming more juicy and citrus-focued on the 
back palate. June 2018

[85] Wine Spectator 
Rich, ripe pear and yellow apple accents are juicy and appealing, with 
fresh acidity on the finish. Drink now. Web only 2018

Jim Barry Wines Lodge Hill Riesling, Clare Valley, 2017
[95] Decanter 
Roger Jones: Love the perfumed nose packed with buttercups and 
wild flowers, then a vibrancy that lifts the wine to another dimension. 
Delicate yuzu and candied citrus palate leading to a precise finish. The  
depth of flavour is great – there’s a touch of reduction but who cares; 
its superb! Sarah Knowles MW: An intensely aromatic profile of lime  
and grapefruit showcases this wine’s elegance and youthfulness. It needs  
time, but it is still juicy, citrussy and drinkable now. Anthony Rose: 
Youthfully fresh, this is still in its first flush of development. Notes of 
apple, pear, citrus and peach on the palate with a salty, mineral edge to  
the fruit and a mouthwateringly dry, crisp finish that promises much 
in the future. Drinking Window 2018 – 2025. April 2018

[94] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy — 
In Clare’s cool, late 2017 riesling vintage, Barry produced the best 
Lodge Hill we can remember. It has the depth of a classic Mosel wine 
with the zingy acidity of Clare, the intensity of flavor tightening 
around scents of white flowers, earthy radish and searingly dry peach. 
It seems to capture the fresh winds of Clare in its clarity and power.
Built to age. February 2019 

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
This bottling offers a delicate nose of peach, lime blossom and  
white pepper followed by a palate that is tight and focused, with 
mouthwatering acidity, chalky minerality and a long lime and apple 
finish. June 2018

[87 Bronze] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
The complexity and raw power of the bouquet has me grasping for clues  
to explain exactly what is happening here. The palate follows suit with  
its display of all sorts of flavours. I’ll pass on this one. August 2018

[16.5] Jancis Robinson 
Plenty of concentration on the palate but it’s perhaps a bit neutral and  
youthful just yet. Even so, this is an A-grade thirst-quencher with 
excellent structure combining flesh and refreshment. December 2017
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Jim Barry Wines The Florita Riesling,  
Clare Valley, 2017

[97 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Superlative Clare! Grapefruit pulp, lemon zest, jasmine, bath salts and  
Thai herb notes stream across a bow of limestone-derived minerality  
and palate-whetting acidity. This is long, penetrative across a multitude  
of layers and yet, despite the razor-sharp definition, relaxed. There is 
nothing hard or abrasive about this. It flows long with alacrity in its 
step! This will reward patience in the cellar. August 2018

[94] JamesSuckling.com
Very attractive lime citrus with a fresh and cooler herbal edge to the 
nose. It leads to a distinctive lime and green-apple palate with taut, 
fine acid drive. Drink or hold. Screw cap. June 2018

[92] Wine Spectator 
Vibrant and mouthwatering, with an intense streak of lime,  
minerality, lanolin, ruby red grapefruit and lemon curd flavors that 
are wonderfully intense and focused. A touch of white tea graces the 
finish. Drink now. November 2020

[90] Wine Enthusiast 
From nearly 60-year-old vines, The Florita is a wine destined for a 
long life. Despite a few years of bottle age, it is tight and austere, with  
reductive notes at the fore when first opened. As the wine warms in the  
glass, the bright citrus fruit starts to show. The acidity on the palate 
remains laser sharp, with a slight prickle that dissipates with time. 
There’s a gently slippery texture, a lovely tea tree character and limey 
freshness that lingers on the finish. Drink now with a meal until 2032 
at least. August/September, 2021

[16.5++] Jancis Robinson 
Smoky, crushed nuts. Taut, dry, salty, lime pickle, tamarind. This is 
a skinny marathon runner, every sinew, every highly trained muscle 
visibly etched, skin white-tight to the bone. Stringently stern and 
disciplined. I really wouldn’t hurry to drink this. If you like your 
Rieslings jaw-clenchingly dry, if you like sucking on cordite and raw 
limes and you’re into sackcloth and ask, then go for it. I like boniness; 
I love lots of acid and structure; I admire austerity — but tasted 
next to the Hugels, Loosens and Ste Michelles, I found it just a little 
too puritanical. It obviously needs to be tucked away for a few years 
and given a chance to develop some tertiaries and perhaps it needs 
someone with a greater appreciation for fleshless aesthetics. So strict 
you could drink yourself sober with this wine… Drink 2025-2035. 
August 2021

Jim Barry Wines Assyrtiko, Clare Valley, 2017
[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Grows character with each vintage, especially its linearity and power 
on the finish; a crystalline, minerally and fresh aftertaste. March 2018

[92] Wine & Spirits 
Peter Barry traveled to Santorini in 2006, where he was intrigued 
by the local white wine — it reminded him of Clare Valley riesling. 
He started the process of importing cuttings to Australia, eventually 
planting what he believed to be the country’s first assyrtiko vines in 
2012. With five years in the ground, the vines produced a brisk, sunny 
white, gentler than most Santorini wines, with the kind of cool lime 
tension that places it clearly in Clare. Its crunchy freshness makes it a 
delicious match with crudo. February 2018

[90] Wine Advocate 
When I fall in love with a wine when traveling, I bring back a couple 
of bottles. When Peter Barry fell in love with Assyrtiko on a trip to 
Greece, he returned and brought back some vine cuttings. The 2017  
Assyrtiko is full of brine and lime zest on the nose, then offers medium  
body, a plump, leesy mouthfeel and a long, citrus-sherbet finish. With 
no appreciable track record, I’d suggest drinking it over the near term, 
but it could surprise. March 29, 2018
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Loosen Barry Wolta Wolta Riesling 2017
[98 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
This is the bromance wine of Peter Barry and Mosel luminary Ernst 
Loosen, who met in 1995 over their love and respect of Riesling. A 
collaboration a matter of time. Here it is, 2 decades later. Crafted 
from hand-picked fruit off the Wolta Wolta block at Lodge Hill wild 
fermentation in a 2800L German oak Fuder and left for a year at 
10˚C. It was then transferred to stainless for another year on fine lees 
at 0˚C, bottled and rested for another year. A magnificent wine. The 
aromas and flavours are nothing like Clare Riesling. And yet it is just 
that. Beautiful aromatics and delicate flavours from lemon blossom, 
gardenia to flint and wet stones. Smoky, savoury with squirts of finger 
lime and a fine layer of ginger cream. Quite ethereal. Texture is its 
marker. Although the label says it’s dry, it feels off-dry, so it has a 
viscosity, amazing length and definition. Respect. August 2022

[98] JamesSuckling.com  
         — #24: Top 100 Wines of Australian 2020 — 
This is a mind flip, showing perfectly placed reduction and such  
completely ripe fruit. There’s a spicy edge to the fresh limes and 
lemons. Some pastry, too. Exceptionally fresh and complex with 
such intense lime essence and a very long line of acidity, wrapped in 
lees-derived texture. Smoothly honed, long and seamless. Drink or 
hold. December 2020

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a beautifully refined yet aromatic nose of thyme, curry, spearmint,  
candied greengage plum, grapefruit, bergamot, and nice flowery 
scents (lavender and lime tree). The wine has good concentration 
and a superb structure on the palate and leaves a more earthy yet  
superbly long and playful finish. Zesty elements are mixed with 
almond and barbecue herbs. The aftertaste reveals just a touch of 
hotter and spicier elements, which would make us opt to enjoy this 
impressive Australian dry Riesling over the coming years with some 
hearty food. Now-2025. November 2021

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
This is a collaboration between the Barry family and German producer  
Ernst Loosen. As such, German winemaking techniques like the use 
of 3,000-liter casks, native yeast fermentation and extended time on 
the lees have been implemented, resulting in rounder, more textural 
Riesling than the Barrys’s other bottlings. Light honey-hued, it’s 
initially quite reductive but as it receives air, shows lime, honeycomb 
and orchard blossom aromas. There’s shrill acidity on the palate but 
lovely texture and a mineral note that underpins the lingering fruit 
and floral characters. Still very young, this could unfold beautifully 
with time in the cellar. August/September, 2021

[91] Wine Spectator 
Ripe peach, nectarine and citrus notes are fresh and juicy, on a 
succulent body, with hints of white flowers and spice on the finish. 
There’s plenty of intensity to the flavors, but there is also an elegance 
and airiness here, the impression lingering on the finish. Drink now. 
November 2020

[17] Jancis Robinson 
Smoky but delicate. White peach, but just a soft palm-brush of white 
peach. Orange and cinnamon. Gentle ground-ginger spiciness — 
warm but sweet. It has cold-wet-pebbles and lime definition, but 
with a curve, a gentleness that the Floritas don’t have. A little salty, a 
hint of the tamarind-lime pickle in the Floritas, but peach fruit that 
seems to round and ripen and become more golden in the mouth and 
more golden as the wine warms and opens in the glass. The balance 
of the Wolta Wolta is, for me, just right. I love that it pulls the salt 
and nervous tension and lean lime of the Clare Valley like silver strings  
bright and tight across the bridges of the wine, but underneath, unlike  
the Floritas, there is pure, fine fruit — as if the slower, more gentle 
winemaking has found the heart of the vineyard, not just its structure,  
ambition, drive. August 2021
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Jim Barry Wines The Barry Bros. Red Blend,  
Clare Valley, 2017

[87] Wine Spectator 
This is defined by a strong toasted herb angle, especially sage and 
eucalyptus, with a touch of star anise and toasted cumin. Dried berry 
and cherry flavors and chewy tannins are there for balance. Shiraz, 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec. Drink now. November 2020

Jim Barry Wines The Cover Drive,  
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2017

[89] Wine Spectator 
Rough-and-tumble tannins add a rugged backbone to the sage, rosemary  
and black tea notes in this red, with dried berry and plum notes, plus 
a touch of black licorice, on the finish. Drink now. Web Only 2020

Jim Barry Wines Lodge Hill Shiraz, Clare Valley, 2017
[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Standard Barry vinification. Fruit is its strong point, supple and  
balanced blackberry and plum are refreshed by moderate alcohol 
(and the vintage). Excellent value. August 2020

[87] Wine Spectator 
Plump cherry and blackberry flavors bear a note of butterscotch, with 
toast and spice details and a hint of espresso lingering on the finish. 
Drink now. November 2020

[Silver Medal] 2021 Texsom International Wine Awards
May 2021
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Jim Barry Wines The McRae Wood Shiraz,  
Clare Valley, 2017

[96 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Standard vinification made irrelevant by the luscious, juicy red and 
black fruits that continue to seduce the palate right through to the 
finish and aftertaste. One of the best vintages to date. August 2020

Jim Barry Wines The Armagh Shiraz, Clare Valley, 2017
[96 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Largely standard vinification with individual blocks ex the Armagh 
Vineyard, 10 days on skins, some blocks given 3 weeks post-ferment 
maceration. Elegance isn’t the aim of The Armagh, but the ’17 
vintage has made it easy. Richly flavoured with dark fruits, savoury 
tannins balance and lengthen the palate. August 2020

[95] JamesSuckling.com 
This is a cooler vintage for Armagh and has vibrant blueberries, vi-
olets and floral spices with a redder-fruit spectrum leading the nose. 
The palate has a lithe, juicy feel and the oak sits in a gently creamy 
layer of redder plum and berry flavors. An elegant, athletic Armagh 
and one that trades on acidity and more medium-weight tannin 
structure. Try from 2025. August 2021

Jim Barry Wines Cabernet Malbec,  
Single Vineyard Eastern Ranges, Clare Valley, 2017

[93] JamesSuckling.com
There’s a wealth of rich plums and boysenberries here with mulberries  
and cassis, too. The palate has a very fleshy and fresh, assertive feel with  
a plush, round and attractive palate. Drink or hold. Screw cap. May 2019

Jim Barry Wines Annabelle’s Clare Valley Rose,  
Clare Valley, 2017

[90 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Pale pink; has above average balance and length; red fruit – strawberries  

– and raspberries - caress the mid-palate, then undermine the finish 
and aftertaste. August 2018


