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W H I T E  W I N E S

Jim Barry Wines Watervale Riesling, Clare Valley, 2019
[90] Wine Enthusiast — Best Buy — 
This approachable white shows heaps of lime leaf, lavender and talc 
aromas. The acidity is lifted and fresh but not shrill. There’s what 
feels like just the slightest sweetness, bright citrus fruit, and a chalky 
texture. A quintessential Clare Valley wine that’s food and summer 
friendly. August/September, 2021

[Excellent/Exceptional] The Washington Post  
Reviewed by Dave McIntyre
Dry and racy with vibrant acidity, this lovely Aussie riesling bursts with  
apricot and orange flavors, and an energy that carries it through a long  
finish. Pair this fruity beauty with spicy Asian foods or anything with  
tropical fruit in the recipe. This winery also produces another won-
derful riesling called Lodge Hill with even more depth and structure. 
The importer is the U.S. operation of famed Mosel vintner Erni 
Loosen — further credibility for this riesling. September 25, 2020

[89] Wine Spectator 
Fresh Asian pear, green apple and lemon sherbet flavors mingle in 
this crisp, mouthwatering white. A touch of orange blossom comes in 
on the sleek finish. Drink now. Web Only 2020

Jim Barry Wines Lodge Hill Riesling, Clare Valley, 2019
[89] Wine Enthusiast  
This is a young wine in the dry, sometimes austere, lean Riesling style 
of this producer. It needs air as it’s quite reductive at first, the  
Band- Aid and onion notes dominating. Gentle notes of citrus, stone 
fruit and mineral float from the glass eventually. Acidity shrieks 
from the palate, saved by some roundness of texture and fruit depth. 
There’s a long finish of juicy limey fruit. It’s crying out for a Thai 
curry. August/September, 2021

[88] Wine Spectator 
Mouthwatering lime, Meyer lemon and tangerine flavors are fresh and  
vibrant, with juicy acidity. Drink now. Web Only 2020
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Jim Barry Wines Assyrtiko, Clare Valley, 2019
[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Hand-picked, destemmed, 90% cool-fermented in stainless steel, 10% in  
barrel. Very intelligent winemaking invests the wine with firm acidity 
creating texture and structure. Clingstone peach fruit demands to be  
appreciated as it wraps itself around the lemon curd acidity. August 2020

[90] Wine Spectator 
Lemon curd, saline, fresh ginger and honeysuckle notes are intense 
and vibrant, with a wonderfully succulent texture, crisp acidity and 
terrific focus on the long, expressive finish. Drink now. November 2020

[89] Wine Enthusiast
The first planting of this native Greek variety in Australia (in 2012), 
this is only the fourth vintage to be released. It’s still finding its way 
style-wise. This vintage is less ripe and fleshy than previous years and  
has a leaner, more austere, Riesling-like profile. There’s a petrol and 
paraffin character upfront. Once it opens more, lemon balm, green tea,  
honeysuckle and a saline note peak through the cracks. The palate is  
refreshing, with elevated, if a touch shrill, acidity and a slightly creamy  
texture. There’s little fruit or flavor in general to be found here but it 
may gain complexity with more time in the bottle. March 2022

Jim Barry Wines The Florita Riesling, Clare Valley, 2019
[95 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
No frills winemaking simply because none was needed, the great 
vineyard and significant vine age give the wine an extra volume of 
citrus and Granny Smith apple flavour. The acidity is especially good 
for the vintage. A classic. August 2020

Loosen Barry Wolta Wolta Riesling 2019
[97 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Fruit from the Wolta Wolta Block at Lodge Hill. Pressed to large- 
format (2800L) German oak fuder. Wild ferment, left on gross lees 
for 12 months in barrel, then racked into stainless steel on fine lees 
for a further 12 months. No adds other than sulphur; lightly filtered, 
no fining. This is full on — intensely concentrated, penetrating  
flavour and acidity that is so seamlessly countersunk into all aspects 
of the experience that you barely notice any one aspect of it. And  
yet, as time slows in a moment of emergency, so too does this — it 
veritably suspends time. The flavour lives on interminably. I’m  
quivering in anticipation for the 2021 release… in the meantime, 
drinking this experiential wine. April 2022

R E D  W I N E S

Jim Barry Wines The Armagh Shiraz, Clare Valley, 2019
[97 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Individual blocks from within the Armagh vineyard (planted 1968). 
This is a big, savoury, meaty shiraz with layers and layers of concen-
trated purple fruits, hung deli meat, salted licorice, heirloom toma-
toes, amaro herbs, freshly grated nutmeg, bay leaf and clove. The 
magical thing about this wine is actually not the flavours themselves 
(although impressive), but the way they spool out over the palate 
and through the extremely long, seemingly interminable finish. It is 
unfailingly consistent, the tannins fine and omnipresent. The whole 
package densely and patiently unfurls in the mouth. The wine is a 
masterpiece. Forever awaits. April 2022


